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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,2,5,7-13,15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sandorfi et al (newly cited, U.S. Pat. # 5,590,122). 

Regarding claim 1, Sandorfi et al disclose a method and an apparatus for 
reordering frames incorporating the step of storing a sequential indicator for indicating a 
sequence of a current frame within a set of frames (lines 48-51 , col. 7 which imply that 
sequential indicator was stored in the memory). 

Regarding claim 2, Sandorfi et al disclose the steps of comparing a header field 
of the current frame with a header field of a previous frame (lines 17-26, col. 2; lines 50- 
57, col. 8; lines 1-7, col. 9); and generating the sequential indicator on the basis of a 
result of the comparing step (lines 57-62, col. 10). 

Regarding claim 5, Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "wherein the header 
fields are indicative of respective source nodes of the current frame and previous frame 
(lines 43-47, col. 4). 

Regarding claim 7, Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "wherein the header 
fields are indicative of respective sequence counts of the current frame and previous 
frame" (lines 60-63, col. 4). 
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Regarding claim 8, Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "wherein the comparing 
step includes determining whether the header field of the current frame is identical to 
the header field of the previous frame (lines 57-62, col. 10). 

Regarding claim 9, Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "wherein the comparing 
step includes determining whether a sequence count header field of the current frame 
differs by 1 from a corresponding header field of the previous frame (lines 15-23, col. 9). 

Regarding 10, Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "wherein the previous frame 
was received immediately before the current frame (lines 5-8, col. 8). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "supplying the stored 
sequential indicator to a frame processing unit" (120 of fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 12, Sandorfi et al incorporating the steps of receiving a plurality 
of data frames one after the other (1 10 of fig. 3); comparing a header field of a current 
frame with a header field of a previous frame (lines 40-59, col. 7); generating at least 
one bit based on a result of the comparing step (lines 40-59, col. 7); and providing the at 
least one bit to a frame processing unit (120 of fig.3). 

Regarding claim 13, Sandorfi et al disclose the limitation "wherein the previous 
frame was received immediately before the current frame" (lines 5-8, col. 8). 

Regarding claim 15, Sandorfi et al disclose the step of storing the at least one bit 
in a frame buffer, and allowing the frame processing unit to access the stored at least 
one bit (lines 40-59, col. 7). 

Regarding claim 16, Sandorfi et al disclose the step of supplying the at least one 
bit to the frame processing unit as a sideband signal (lines 40-59, col. 7). 
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Regarding claims 17,19, Sandorfi et al disclose the frame processing unit is a 
processor that operates under control of a stored program (120 of fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 18, Sandorfi et al comprising a pre-processing block adapted to 
receive data frames (110 of fig. 3); a frame processing unit coupled to the pre- 
processing block (120 of fig. 3); wherein the pre-processing block is configured to 
compare a header field of a current frame with a header field of a previous frame and to 
provide an output signal to the frame processing unit on the basis of the comparison of 
the header fields of the current and previous frames (100, 120 of fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 20, Sandorfi et al disclose the processing unit further includes a 
frame buffer that stores the incoming frames and the output signal, the frame buffer 
being accessible by the processor (120 of fig. 3). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3,4,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sandorfi et al in view of the admitted prior art on pages 1-5 including tables 1-2 and figs. 
1-2 of the specification. 

Regarding claims 3,4,6, the frame format of Sandorfi et al fail to disclose 
originator ID'S, responder ID's and sequence ID's. The admitted prior art on 
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pages 1-5 including tables 1-2 and figs. 1-2 of the specification discloses 
originator ID's, responder ID'S and sequence ID's. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to include the teaching of the admitted prior art in 
the Sandorfi et al in order to make the system more efficient and reliable. 

5. Claims 14,21,22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 23-25 are allowed. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AJIT G. PATEL whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on 571-272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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